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spyhopping (positioning their body vertically in the water to place their 
eyes within several inches of the water's surface in order to see above 
the surface of the water), and flippering (raising §& lowering their 
massive - 1/3 body length - flippers in any number of directions above the 
water's surface). A new behaviour was observed which we termed "bucking". 
It appears to be associated with feeding. The whele's back is raised to 
within 2/3 of the body and the flukes literally buck to create a tremen- 
dous thundering splash on the water. It seems to stun the herring. All 
of these behaviours was immediately followed by the whole pod surfacing 
with their upper bodies in a vertical position, out of the water, Our 
hydrophones were aiso lowered to see if we could pick up any audible noises 
attributable to these whales. We were very fortunate to pick up some 
sounds, which lasted about ten seconds and was a precursor to this violent 
feeding activity. 


We are now on our way to Juneau in time to drop off the students. I will 
be returning to the office and Dr. George Nichols, Jr. will return to the 
ship and assume command for Expedition #16, which will begin on © August. 
Sincerely, 


Henk Van Beever, Relief Master, r/v REGINA MARIS 
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